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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN! TO DO THIS SUMMER? 
 

CHECK INSIDE FOR EVENTS & ACTIVITY IDEAS  



 
 
 
 

The “FOCUS” newsletter is a publication of the Pierce County Coalition for Developmental Disabilities 
(PC2) and is produced four times each year.  It is available to view and download by visiting 
www.pc2online.org.   
 
PC2 is comprised of both individuals & organizations of 
parents, guardians, professionals, & other partners interested in 
the well-being of individuals with developmental disabilities. 
Opportunities to gain information, education, & networking are 
available through our newsletter, website at 
www.pc2online.org, topical meetings/forums, & our Resource 
Guide.   
 
PC2 provides education on the legislative process regarding 
policies & funding which allow families & individuals choice, 
control, & flexibility.  
 
The PC2 office is open are Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., and Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Please visit 
anytime for information, resources, brochures, or help with Internet searches. 
 
If you have info on classes, conferences, or events, or other items to share, please submit to:  
 
PC2, 3716 Pacific Avenue #A, Tacoma, WA  98418-7836 
253-564-0707 (T)  |  253-564-0702 (F)  |  1-877-DD-LINKS (T/F)     
E-mail: info@pc2online.org Web: www.pc2online.org 
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From the Director’s Desk . . . 
 

~ The Voices We Cannot Afford to Leave Out ~ 
 
More than 80% of individuals with developmental disabilities are cared for by 
family members and continue to live at home with their families. Why do you think 
that is? 
 
I believe it is because there is no one in this world who loves you more than your 
family. Parents care for their sons and daughters deeply. They spend their lives 
helping others see the gifts, strengths, and value their loved ones bring to the 
world. 
 
At the same time, caregiving can become incredibly isolating. Many families are 
caring for loved ones with significant intellectual or developmental disabilities, 
complex medical needs, or aggressive and challenging behaviors. Parents often find themselves providing around
-the-clock support while navigating systems that can be difficult to access and understand. 
 
Many of the rights and opportunities that individuals with disabilities enjoy today began with parents sitting around 
kitchen tables asking difficult questions: 
- Why is it so hard for our children to be seen? 
- Why is it so hard to find support? 
- Why are our loved ones being left behind? 
 
The laws that guarantee educational opportunities and equal rights for individuals with disabilities did not happen 
by accident. They happened because parents loved their children enough to fight for change. Services that 
support individuals today exist because families advocated tirelessly for their sons and daughters. 
 
Many parents sacrificed their own dreams, careers, financial stability, and personal goals to ensure their children 
received the care they needed. They became caregivers, nurses, advocates, teachers, therapists, and protectors. 
They provided personal care, medical support, behavioral support, and fought for their loved ones’ human rights. 
 
Today, we continue to face significant challenges. There are not enough support services, trained caregivers, 
behavior specialists, supported living options, or adult family homes for individuals who need extensive support. 
Families are often left carrying responsibilities that systems were never designed to place on one person’s 
shoulders. 
 

And there are many voices that still are not being heard. 
 

Have we truly listened to family caregivers? Have we listened to siblings? Have we listened to those providing 
daily care? Most importantly, have we listened to the individuals receiving support, including those who cannot 
communicate through traditional means? 
 
Human life is complex. Every individual deserves dignity, respect, and the opportunity to be seen from every 
perspective. We must honor all voices and all experiences—not just those of people who can easily speak for 
themselves. 
 
Where is the empathy for those whose voices are often unheard? 
 
Every person has unique gifts, talents, strengths, and challenges. There can never be a one-size-fits-all approach 
to supporting people with developmental disabilities. When we fail to consider all perspectives, we leave behind 
not only individuals with disabilities but also the families and caregivers who love and support them every day. 
 
Everyone deserves a seat at the table. Everyone deserves a voice. And every perspective matters. 
 
PC2 stands at the ready to help your voices be heard.  Please call us anytime if we can help you and your loved 
ones.   
 
From all the staff at PC2, please have a safe, happy Summer season!   
 

Michele 
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tacid  

To register or for more information, please visit: 
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/tacidcelebration2026/?blm_aid=32338945 

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/tacidcelebration2026/?blm_aid=32338945
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A STEP AHEAD  
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City of  

lakewood  

SUMMER NIGHTS CONCERT SERIES 

Schedule and Location 

The Summer Nights at the Pavilion Concerts are held every Tuesday after 
the Lakewood Farmers Market. They are located outside on the grass lawn 
of the Pavilion at Fort Steilacoom Park, 9107 Angle Lane SW. These live 
concerts are family-friendly, and they feature a variety of musical genres. 

2026 Concert Lineup 

Concerts start at 6:30 p.m. and bands play a 90-minute set, ending at 8 p.m. 

June 16 – Infinity Project – (Journey Tribute) 

June 23 – Sonic Funk Orchestra – (Disco & Funk Band) 

June 30 – Groove Nation – (Top 40 hits) 

July 7 – Harmonious Funk – (Top 40-Funk-R&B) 

July 14 – Beat Frequency – (Top 40 & Voice contestants) 

July 21 – Cherry Cherry – (Neil Diamond tribute) 

July 28 – Salt Water Sky – (Country) 

August 4 – Good Times Roll – (The Cars Tribute) 

August 25 – Queen Mother – (Queen Tribute) 
 

For more information, please visit:   
https://cityoflakewood.us/concerts/ 

https://cityoflakewood.us/lakewood-farmers-market/
https://cityoflakewood.us/fort-steilacoom-park/
https://cityoflakewood.us/concerts/
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dol  

For more information, please visit:  
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/blue-envelope-program 

https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/blue-envelope-program
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L’arche  
Dear Friends, 
 
We are excited to invite you to participate as a vendor at our 
upcoming Community of Hope Run, Walk, and Roll event — 
an inclusive community walkathon. 
 
Vendors will be on site on July 18 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
and the walk-run-roll event will take place from 10:00 am - 
12:00 noon at Clover Park High School.  
 
This event will bring together participants of all ages and abilities for a morning 
centered on movement, friendship, and belonging. 
 
Attendees will have the opportunity to choose from several distances, including: 

100 meters (or as much as you can run-walk-roll) 
400 meters (one lap around the track) 
1 Mile or 1600 meters (4 laps) 
5K (3.12 miles or 12.5 laps) 

 
We would love for vendors like you to be part of this meaningful community event! 
Vendor participation is a wonderful opportunity to: 

Connect with local families and community members 
Share your products, services, or organization 
Support an inclusive event that celebrates accessibility and belonging 
Build visibility while contributing to a great cause  

 
Whether participants come to run, walk, or roll, the event is designed to create a 
welcoming and uplifting experience for everyone involved. 
 
Our goal is 1500 participants and we would be honored to have your presence to help 
make this event even more memorable. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a vendor or would like additional details about setup, 
timing, or sponsorship opportunities, please visit link below.  
 
Setup will be at 8 am, and cleanup will start at 1 pm. Everything will be cleaned up 
and removed by 2 pm.  
 
Vendor applications and information available at https://larchetahomahope.org/
events/run-walk-roll/ 

https://larchetahomahope.org/events/run-walk-roll/
https://larchetahomahope.org/events/run-walk-roll/
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADSHSDDA/bulletins/41b381e 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADSHSDDA/bulletins/41b381e
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WA PAVE  

For more information, please visit: 
 

www.wapave.org  

http://www.wapave.org
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OTHER Activity ideas  

Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 
https://www.pdza.org/ 

253-404-3800  
 

Northwest Trek 
https://www.nwtrek.org/ 

360-832-6117  
 

Wild Waves 
https://wildwaves.com/ 

253-661-8000  
 

Pierce County Libraries 
https://mypcls.org/ 

 
Move Theatres 

https://www.fandango.com/ 
 

Washington State Fair 
www.thefair.com 

https://www.pdza.org/
https://www.nwtrek.org/
https://wildwaves.com/
https://mypcls.org/
https://www.fandango.com/
http://www.thefair.com


Sequoia Therapeutic Recreation Summer Catalog Link: 
https://www.sequoiatr.org/activities 

 
Pierce County Specialized Rec Summer Catalog Link: 

https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1458/Specialized-Recreation 
 

Pierce County Adventure Guide Link: 
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1247/Adventure-Guide 

 
Pen Met Parks Event Link: 

https://penmetparks.org/specialized-recreation/ 

 

 

BE SAFE, BE WELL, & TAKE CARE.  
AND FROM ALL OF US AT PC2, 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!! 

 

https://www.sequoiatr.org/activities
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1458/Specialized-Recreation
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1247/Adventure-Guide
https://penmetparks.org/specialized-recreation/

